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This book is designed to assist the newly assigned Sustainment Unit Commander or Staff 

Officer in understanding the capabilities of the Sustainment Brigade, the Combat Sustain-

ment Support Battalion (CSSB), and the Brigade Support Battalion (BSB), as well as under-

standing how to develop Unit Operations Orders (OPORDs) through use of a sustainment 

operations configured military decision making process (MDMP) checklist.

Colonel John M Menter was commissioned as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in Armor through the Reserve Officers Train-
ing Corps (ROTC) Program and assigned to an Armored 
Cavalry Regiment following completion of his bachelors 
degree in Civil Engineering & History from the California 
Polytechnic University – Pomona, CA in 1979. He is also 
a graduate of the US Army War College Defense Strate-
gic Studies Course, the US Army Command and General 
Staff College, the Armor Officer Basic & Advance Course, 
Quartermaster Officer Advance Course and the Army’s 

Medical Officer Qualification Course.  His civilian education also includes a Doc-
torate in History as well a Masters Degree in Logistics, and a Masters in Business 
Administration (MBA) from the University of La Verne. In 2005, he qualified as a 
Certified Logistics Professional (CLP) through the Institute of Logistics Management. 
He is a recipient of the Distinguished Order of Saint Martin from the US Army As-
sociation of Quartermasters and the Honorable Order of Saint Christopher from the 
US Army Transportation Corps Regimental Association.
Dr. Menter has served in a variety of tours world-wide in both armor and combat 
service support positions from company up to Division level. He retired after 25 
years from active duty in April 2002, and is now working for General Dynamics 
Information Technology as the Distributive Battle Simulation Program (DBSP) Warf-
ighter Functional Area Team Chief, with his specific focus on training sustainment 
type units. In the time since, he has conducted dozens of classes and seminars for 
the U.S. Army combat and sustainment units in the Military Decision Making Pro-
cess as well as Unit Command Post Exercise simulations to galvanize the process to 
its completion. It is here where he gained the knowledge and experience to devel-
op the ideas and procedures for a Modular Transformation Sustainment Battlestaff 
MDMP guide. He currently resides in Columbus, Indiana with his wife, Jeanette.
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